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NOTE

AURORALESTES, GEN. NOV., A REPLACEMENT NAME FOR EOLESTES BOWN AND SCHANKLER, 1982,

A PREOCCUPIED NAME

PATRICIA A. HOLROYD', THOMAS M. BOWN?, and DAVID M. SCHANKLER?, '"Museum of Paleontology, University of California,
Berkeley, California 94720 U.S.A., pholroyd@uclink4.berkeley.edu; ?Erathem-Vanir Geological, 2021 Ardella Drive, Pocatello, Idaho 83201

U.S.A.; °68 Fieldcrest Avenue, Skillman, New Jersey 08558 U.S.A.

A recent internet search revealed the homonymy of the generic
name FEolestes, proposed by Bown and Schankler (1982:52) for the
early Eocene erinaceid lipotyphlan Eolestes simpsoni (Bown, 1979).
The erinaceid species was first described by Bown (1979:61) as Leipsa-
nolestes simpsoni, and Bown and Schankler (1982) assigned it to a
new genus. The generic name FEolestes was erected by Cockerell
(1940:104) for an Eocene dragonfly from the Florissant Formation
of Colorado, Eolestes synthetica (Order Odonata). The generic name
Eolestes is preoccupied, and we therefore propose the replacement
name Auroralestes (based on the root Aurora, goddess of the dawn)
for the erinaceid genus, giving Auroralestes simpsoni for Eolestes simp-
soni.
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